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L front patio, water spills
the face of an antique sto
dhd linto a bed of Mexican'
pebbles before being reci
‘ed. Asimple plant pa

and tea
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hen Keith Galbut bought his cast Phoenix
home in 2004, its backyard included a stunning wall of slate that
served as a backdrop for a sparkling water feature. Rusted rebar
tencing, exposed aggregate patio flooring, and raised planters filled
with shapely cacti and succulents provided natural elements that
drew the homeowner to the property and helped convince him to
purchase it.

IHowever, the only problem was that the rest of the landscape
was unfinished. “Certain areas in the backyard were complete, and
other areas had never been touched.” he recalls. “My goal was to
create a uniform and collected look that would conncct the front
and backyards and capitalize on the work that had been done by
the previous owners.” GGalbue, a lawyer, envisioned a Contemporary
descrt landscape with an Asian bent—something relaxing yert fun,

Landscape architect Chad Robert. who carlier this year was
honored as a Phoenix Home & Garden Master of the Southwest.
helped bring Galbut’s vision to fruition. “Keith lives on a triangu-
lar-shape lot, and there were several areas that weren’t being put to
good use,” Robert points out. His solution was to add a courtyard
at the front of the house to welcome guests and set the mood for
the rest of the property. In the back and side yards, he created
distinctive outdoor rooms by incorporating plants, pathways and

steppingstoncs. Lhis allowed Robert to tie the landscape rogether

visuallv. he explains.

Now. guests can wander the length of the yard and cnjoy vari-
ous open-air scttings, including scveral for sitting, a place to bar-

becue, another to enjoy
the sparkling water fea-
ture. and even a sccluded
spot in which to take an
outdoor bath. With the
addition of comfy lounge
chairs dressed in white
cushions, soft lighting,
and art sprinkled through-
out, the mood is magical.

“I really love how the
landscape connects with
the different arcas of the
home.” Galbut remarks.
“And T now have a great

- place to spend time and

relax with friends and

family.” s

Above: The view toward the
west reveals the main outdoor
living area, located off the back
patio. This portion of the yard
was designed by Bob Thompson
of e group before Keith Galbut
purchased the property. Look-
ing almost like a piece of art, an
Indian fig prickly pear (Opuntia
ficus-indica) shows off its tree-
like shape. Opposite: Patterned
slate tiles in varying shades of
rust and butterscotch forma
dramatic wall behind the water
feature. Teak lounge chairs
topped with white cushions add
a spa-like ambience.
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Above: Such elements as steel
rebar fencing and a metal
work of art set the tone for
the garden’s minimalist style. \
A row of twisted Cereus cacti |
(Cereus hildmannianus f. tortuo- |
sus) against a wall repeats the |
linear lines of the fence. Right:
Looking to create a Zenlike ‘
atmosphere on the backyard |
patio, Keith Galbut paired a
low wooden table from India
with six custom-made ottomans
upholstered in white. An organ
pipe cactus can be seen grow-
ing in the distance.
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Above: A soaking tub beckons
bathers to unwind under the
stars. The homeowner painted
the walls a deep shade of
blue, a color that can be seen
in pots and other accents
throughout the garden. A
spineless Santa Rita prickly
pear in a bed of coarse
granite produces dramatic
shadows on the wall. Left:

A planting bed zigzags past
cobalt-blue pots filled with
Cereus peruvianus monstrosus
and golden barrel cacti.

See Sources.
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