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TTHERE ART SUME HOMLEOWNERS
who buy a property and promptly
remove nearly every shrub and
stone to make it uniguely their
own. Anel then there are those
who appreciate the landscape just
as it is.

Drawn to the history of 2 1960+
adobe home in Paradise Valley,
Anz. one that had belonged to
a former Arizona povernor—the
current owners ecided che only
changes they would make were to
add a fireplace and a few plants. " We have tried to continue and to
enhance what was here when we arrived,” says the woman of the
hotise, who shaves the residence with her hushand ane two teen-
age daughters. ™ | he landscape was very well-planted.”

Credic for the property’s beauty goes to lundscape archirect
Chad Roberr ot Lxeeriors by Chad Robert Inc.. and ro the former
homeowners, who drew inspiration trom the Roval Palms Resort
and Spa in Phoenix, In the entey courtvard, for example, a cantera
fountain and antique cantera pavers ser into the grass ce-create a
sumular look tound at Royal Palms,

Atvthe home's fronr entrance, Robert's clients requested a seep-
pingstone pach across the grassy driveway. They also wanred cars
to be able o enter through one gare and exit through another
without having o back out into the street, notes Robere. *The use
of antique cobblestones in the drive adds a rustic, countrv-road
feel.” he explains.

At the back of the acre-plus property, Rabere added more
oleanders and carrus trees to block the neighboring Jots, Wanter
brings « harvest of citrus. including tungelos, tangerines. limes,
blood oranges, lemons, and grapetruit. The landscape architeet’s
decision to hang metal tags on cach eitrus tree sdentitying the
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particular species delighted
the owners. [Te also designed
a4 wash that beanrities as wol
ay shields the space. “The ides
was to create the Wusion the
i stream raa here at one timg,”
sivs Robert, “We changel Ihv:,I
shape of the site o make it
more organic and nacural. We
made [che wash] o keature ol
the garden, rather than hedg
ing it and eutting the propeny
i half.” i

More than 700 attendees enjoyed the verdant serting dur
ing Phocuix Home & Gurden's 2007 (yrand Tour of Gardeas
The homeowners ongimally thought they would leave for the
duration of the tour, Instead. they decided to sy, “We lud
so much fun sitting out
in the vard and ralking to
ail rhe people who came
through—the horticulour-
ists, the landscape design-
ers, and everyone,” the
wite recalls.

The home's history is a
source of inspiration 1o the ‘
couple —alterall, under past
owners, thewr place played |
host to royalty and ambas-
sadors. Notes the wite:
“We wanred to be good
carctakers of the property
and to continue ity sense of ‘
history " [

Above: Water flows over a
cantera capital carved with
stylized acanthus leavesin
a courtyard fountain. Oppo-
site top: The jacaranda
tree's fernlike leaves and
Iﬂvﬁnder FIOWErS Stﬂ nd Out
ogainst a blue sky. Opposite
bottom: Landscape archi-
tect Chad Robert designed
o wash behind the house
that oppears to have been
created by nature. Mature
trees provide filtered shade,
and a carpet of green grass
keeps the backyard cool.
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We chang
~ithe shapé of he
site to make it
more organic
and natural”

lncludm‘g a Spruwilng
palowerde tree; char-
'cctéﬂ!es this verdant

- landscape. A grass-
ung paveréd driveway
'behln_d the bricked entry
extends frofione side of
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